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STATEMENT OF LAURA CONTRERAS

My nane is Laura Contreras, L-A~-U R A Contreras is
CONT-RERA-S

I'"m happy to be here. | ama legal services attorney in
Yakima. | work with Colunbia Legal Services, and |'ve been a
| egal services attorney for about 14 years. For the past five
years, |'ve nostly been working on behal f of battered inmgrants
and their children in contested custody cases.

So |'ve had sone experiences in seeing the need for
interpreters in civil cases. There have been times when |'ve been
asked by pro temjudges to translate his warnings that he's giving
to a father. Let nme explain this case a little bit nore.
represented a nonol i ngual Spani sh-speaki ng farm worker wonan. And
the father had custody of the child and was preventing nmy client
fromseeing the child.

We all prepared declarations. So the judge, when
requested an interpreter, stated that he was going to make a
deci si on based upon the record, which included the decl arati ons.
Well, he did that. He made a decision in favor of nmy client, but
then he wanted to give the father some warnings. And because
there was no interpreter there, he asked ne to interpret.

So | thought it was very inappropriate. | thought it
wasn't acceptable, but a judge had asked me to do it. So |I felt
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COVWUNI TY FORUM HEARI NG, 1-30 04
like | had to.

There's been anot her occasion where we have had to hire
an interpreter to go to trial and translate for our client. And
this was particularly difficult because the Court called ne at
4:30 the day before trial to say that it didn't seemfromthe
record that the opposing party was going to appear at trial and
there wasn't a county interpreter available and they didn't have
any noney. So they weren't going to have an interpreter there.

So we had to scranble and take our own interpreter for
that trial. Things would have got very nessy if the opposing
party woul d have shown up. Obviously, there would have been a
delay in that trial because we couldn't use the same interpreter

So there have been lots of issues. And | think that
that really has precipitated our office in starting to work with
the county to come up with some policies that attorneys and
parties can follow if they need to request an interpreter to help
themwi th a case.

And | think King County has a programin place and
Martha would Iike to share a little bit about what King County

does.
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STATEMENT OF MARTHA CCHEN

H, my name is Martha Cohen, GO HE- N And | manage
the Ofice for Interpreter Services for King County Superior Court
here in Seattle. | amalso a court-certified Spanish interpreter
So I'min the trenches every day as well as overseeing the
program

Qur office provides interpreter for the crimnal, the
civil cases, famly | aw cases, and all the court-rel ated programns
for the King County Court House here in downtown, the Regiona
Justice Center in Kent, and all of juvenile court. W' ve worked
so far in 108 | anguages, which al ways provokes a little "woo."
But these are the denopgraphics in our county now

Washi ngton state is fourth or fifth in the nation in

refugee resettlement. The reason for that is that not only are
t here organi zations all over the state who are very active and
successful in providing services for refugees and inmgrants, but
al so many of the refugees and i mm grants have fam |y nenbers that
live in this state already. So this is a very desirable place to
cone to live. And consequently, that's how we've reached 108.
And when | tal k about my budget with ny judges, | say:
This is now the price of doing business our county. This is not
1980. It's not 1990. This is the reality in our state. And the
courts are not the only entities seeing this. Hospitals are

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
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COVMUNI TY FORUM HEARI NG 1-30 04
seeing it and all kinds of social services as well

Briefly and to continue about the program specifically
about civil cases, civil cases in our court, the court provides an
interpreter if there's been a finding of indigency. The court
makes that determ nation by a formand order authorizing
interpreter services at public expense.

This is a three-page docunent. The second page is the
request fromthe litigant saying: | amnot readily able to
understand or participate in the English | anguage; | amrequesting
an interpreter at public expense. The third page is the actua
financial declaration itself, and the first page is the order
signed by the judge or comm ssioner authorizing an interpreter to
be paid to work with the civil litigants. The guidelines that are
followed are the federal poverty guidelines, and they are updated
as the federal poverty guidelines are updated regularly.

As far as the family law facilitator, our office has
actually made interpreter issues, because they are such a | arge
part of our court, kind of an everyday occurrence. It's not just
an occasional kind of thing that happens in our court. So we even
have a judges' interpreter committee. The same way that there is
a jury commttee or a budget committee or famly law conmittee, we
have an interpreter commttee that deals with interpreter issues
and nakes policy.

And one of the things that they've done is they've now
gi ven, for several years now, an hour and a half of tine with a

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
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famly law facilitator for an expense, determining that if this is
a service that we're offering to English speakers, we cannot
penal i ze the non-English speaker for the same service just because
of the fact that they don't speak English. So we offer an hour
and a half of time with the facilitator

I think where our office is perhaps a little bit
different is that we track all of our cases carefully. So we
don't have the sane interpreter working with the victimas doing
the tape transcription. W don't have 13-year-old nieces and
nephews interpreting for parents, which on occasions we found when
we first started the office in 1992. W're very careful about
quality control: Screening the interpreters, both certified and
t hose who work in noncertified | anguages.

Anot her prong that | would encourage you to follow up on
is the educational prong of judges and conmi ssioners as well as
attorneys and basically those who work with the interpreters,
because it's the judges and the conmi ssioners who are all ow ng
these kinds of difficult situations to continue and to happen
actually. W have a nmanual for judges that we, ny colleague and
have devel oped. W train every judge and every new conmmi ssioner
that comes on our bench. W spend tine with them And because we
are both court-certified interpreters, the first few hearings and
events with any new judge and any conmi ssioner, ny colleague and
will serve as the interpreters in those events so that the judge
and commi ssi oner understand what it's supposed to | ook |ike and
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how it's going to be appropriate and agai n paying carefu

attention to the ethical concerns as well as the quality.

JUSTICE SM TH: Thank you Ms Cohen and
Ms. Contreras.

MS. CONTRERAS: |Is there tinme for me to say just a
f ew wor ds?

JUSTICE SMTH: Not a few minutes, a few seconds.

MS. CONTRERAS: | think there really is a need for
a statewi de uni formsystem and that forms be adopted
that every county can foll ow so that every county
doesn't need to be creating their own documents. |
thi nk you have to figure out a way for participants to
be informed that the service is available so that they
can request it.

Thank you.

JUSTICE SMTH: Questions limted to a five-mnute
period. W have a very tight schedul e.
M. Boruchowitz, a nenber of the comm ssion, state your
nane for the court reporter. Then ask your question,
directed to whichever of the two young wonen you w sh.

MR BORUCHOWN TZ: |'m Bob Boruchowitz. | want to
ask Martha, how many of the 108 are certified?

MS. COHEN: There are currently only seven

court-certified languages in this state. And that was

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
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det erm ned by frequency of use of volune all around the
state after a statew de survey was taken.

JUSTI CE SM TH:  Dougl as Luna.

JUDCGE LUNA:  |I'mthe technical advisor for the
conmi ssion. Have you been able to access the
Washi ngton State Department of Social and Health
Services list of interpreters for use?

MS. COHEN: | personally have. However, there is
a difference, quite a large difference, between
interpreters who are certified by DSHS and interpreters
who are certified by the court. The testing process
may be the sane, with a witten and an oral test; but
t he vocabul ary, the | evel of |anguage --

I know, in juvenile court in dependency cases, we
have had sone difficulties because we have had DSHS
interpreters who were called by DSHS to cone into court
and they'd never set foot in a courtroomin their
lives. And it shows. So it's quite a difference.
normal ly don't go through that |ist.

JUSTICE SMTH: Only conmm ssi on nenbers can ask

guestions. I'msorry. Judge Mam ya and then
Judge Yul e.
JUDGE YULE: |'mDennis Yule. Ms. Cohen, does

your office maintain any kind of directory of the

interpreters in the noncertified | anguages?
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MS. COHEN: We do. We have a bank of interpreters
that we use, and sonetinmes all of the interpreters are
not local. W do sone tel ephone interpretation, if
necessary; and then, if it gets down to crunch tine
with a trial, we may bring the interpreter in.

JUSTICE SM TH. Judge Mami ya.

JUDGE MAM YA: Ron Mami ya.

Mart ha, how would you prioritize, if you could,
t he nost denandi ng or those things that you feel should

be addressed in respect to interpreters in the courts

ri ght now?
M5. COHEN: | would say it's education of those
who use the services of interpreters. | would say

access and education of even court personnel so when
there's a non-English speaker who conmes to the counter
that's trying to get sone assistance, they can at
| east, perhaps, get an interpreter on the tel ephone to
facilitate that small comunication

And | woul d al so say that quality-contro
screening is inportant. And attention to ethics is
always critical. You don't want to be using the sane
interpreter, as happened in another case with bickering
parents or the same parties or children. And we have
stories about that as well

JUSTICE SM TH: Ckay. Judge Sypolt, the | ast

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
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guesti on and answer.

JUDGE SYPOLT: Greg Sypolt. M question is to
Ms. Cohen. Very quickly, is the manual for judges
avai | abl e so that other judge nembers of the conm ssion
and other judges around the state can get a copy of the
manual ?

M5. COHEN: The nmnual is available. | do need to
tell you, it's really only pertinent to the superior
court and the practices of the staff that we're using
there. But it's a document that has to do with issues
of protocol, ethics. It gives the paynent guidelines
for superior court. And then we spend tinme with the
judge or the conm ssioner, a good hour, to bring them
up to speed.

JUDGE SYPOLT: Secondly, would you be interested
in doing some teaching at the judicial college wthout
char ge?

MS. COHEN: | would be happy to, because, quite
frankly, the main thing I'minterested inis quality
interpretation, wherever it is, whether it's at a food
bank or shelter or in the courtroom

JUSTICE SMTH. | want to thank Ms. Contreras and
Ms. Cohen

Then next teamis Ms. M chele Jones, Colunbia

Legal Services and Judge Art Wang who is the chief

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
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judge for the Washington administrative | aw system but
not here appearing in his official capacity as chief
judge but in his official capacity as a nenber of the

group making the presentation. Thank you.
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STATEMENT OF JUDGE ART WANG

Thank you. My nanme is Art Wang, WA-N-G |'mthe chief
adm nistrative law judge in the Ofice of Admi nistrative Hearings
but also a nmenber of the Task Force on Civil Legal Equal Justice

Fundi ng, as is Mchel e Jones, who's appearing with nme, who is also

in that position as a nenber of the civil legal task force and
civil legal justice planning as part of her role in the Access to
Justice Board and with Col unbia Legal Services, | assune.

First of all, thank you to the Mnority and Justice

Conmi ssion for hel ping to sponsor a study which is being presented
before you. W have a |limted nunber of them So if you already
have them please don't take another one. But you are nobst

wel cone to have it. W want, frankly, to encourage and distribute
this study as nuch as possible. Because it is inportant. It's a
very inportant study. Well, we realize that sone of you have
probably heard presentations on it before. W think it's worth
repeati ng and worth enphasi zi ng.

VWhat this study does is to confirmmany of the
expectations, frankly, about the availability of |egal services on
civil matters to the poor in this state and to docunent that. But
it alsois full of sone significant surprises. And frankly, the
situation is even worse than we thought, is the best way to
summari ze it.

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
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87 percent of |ow inconme househol ds have at |east one
civil legal need per year -- 87 percent. 88 percent of themface
t hese | egal problens without an attorney, wi thout access to an
attorney. Even for those | egal problens which are considered
extremely inmportant, self-described as extrenely inmportant,

85 percent face them w thout access to an attorney.

One of the stereotypes is that, of course, what is the
greatest need? Famly law. Well, famly lawis a big chunk of
things. The truth is that it's inportant, but it's only
14 percent of the legal issues, |egal needs that are faced.
Housing is actually the highest percentage at 17 percent.

VWhat's also striking is that famly law, there is sone
hel p avail able, sone attorney help is available in 30 percent of
the cases. Wiereas for all other issues, it is less than
10 percent. So | think there were some surprises in here. That's
one of the surprises to us in terns of just the findings of the
study. Let's see. In conparison to households with | ega
probl ens, 41 percent have sone sort of problemrelating to
housi ng.

One of the surprises, at least to me, was al so the
extent to which discrimnation was a problem Perhaps that should
not come as a surprise; but nevertheless, the extent of it was.
Discrimnation is a conmponent in one of four |egal problens and is
an element in nmore than half of all enploynent and health
pr obl ens.

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
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Now, when we're tal king about enpl oynent problens for
| ow i ncone people, we're talking about wage issues, all kinds of
i ssues. And yet discrimnation is nmore than 50 percent of
problens they face. Discrinmnation is a conponent in enploynent,
in discrimnatory policing, in health care, in | anguage, in
housing, in police harassment. So there are nunmerous areas. And
there's a lot of data in the material. |In the time given, | can't
go through all of it, but I think it is inportant to highlight
t hat .

There is not much difference in | egal problems between
the rural and urban areas, but there are differences in the
know edge of |egal resources and access to |legal resources from
area to area. | think that's another interesting and significant
aspect .

One of the nost troubling aspects, though, is in termns

of the viability of the overall justice systemand what a
difference it makes in ternms of perceptions of the justice system
If people were able to get help, if lowincone people were able to
get help froman attorney, 61 percent ended up reporting they were
satisfied with the justice system |f they sought an attorney's
hel p but did not get it, 19 percent were satisfied with the
justice system If they get help, their perception of the justice
system were 54 percent basically positive, 28 percent negative.
If they sought an attorney's help but could not get an attorney's

hel p, 21 percent were positive, 70 percent were negative,
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i ncluding 51 percent were very negative. So that's pretty

dramatic in terns of just their response to that.

VWhere do we go fromhere with this? Well, in part,
there is a legislative bill which addresses sone of the need for
civil justice funding and | egal services funding. But | think
it's also inportant -- and Mchele's going to talk about this
nore, too -- to follow up and see how this comm ssion can perhaps

take a role in conjunction with others, Gender and Justice
Conmi ssi on and ot her comm ssions, and perhaps finding ways to
explore this and go beyond this.

So let me turn it over to M chele.
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STATEMENT OF M CHELE JONES

Thank you, Judge Wang.

My nane is Mchele Jones, MI-CGHE-L-E, J-ONE-S; and
I"'mvery grateful to be before you today. Thank you for the
opportunity.

| cone to you, as Judge Wang says, as a nenber of the
Cvil Legal Equal Justice Task Force, as a nenber of the Access to
Justice Board, and as a statew de advocacy coordinator at Col unbi a
Legal Services. So froma lot of different viewpoints, this study
is conpelling to me.

VWhat | wanted to briefly do was just cover three things,
one being the legal services gap that exists in terns of the
ability of staff |egal services to address these kinds of
di scrimnation problens, and also to draw sonme possible
connections between this study and some other studies you're
famliar with, and finally to nake a suggesti on which | understand
sonebody el se has already made. So that nmmkes it quick

Legal services traditionally has not handl ed
di scrimnation-type cases, so |I'mfocusing ny attention to the
finding of this study related to discrimnation. Cbviously, the
housi ng problens, the famly |l aw, and donestic viol ence probl ens
are problens that traditionally |legal service attorneys have been
able to very capably address, although not to the extent that
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they're present, obviously. But we're able to do those things.

The di scrimnation cases have not traditionally been a
priority for us, not because they're not inportant but because
those are cases that are beyond the scope of what we can do. Many
| egal service advocates have restricted funding that doesn't allow
themto do, for exanple, class actions or seek attorneys' fees for
their work or to use some of the other tools that nake sone of the
nost conpelling ways to nove forward with these types of cases.

So there's clearly a gap in that there is only sonme kinds of
issues related to discrimnation that we're able to handle. And,
you know, we're always reeval uating, |ooking for new ways; but
that is a gap.

One of things that we found in | ooking at the study is
we were surprised to find out how often discrimination comes up as
an element. And this is discrimnation not just felt by
mnorities. GCbviously, you're the Mnority and Justice
Conmi ssion; and it is a large issue for mnorities. But it was
hi ghly affecting wonen, people with disabilities, across the
spectrum And actually, Judge Mary Kay Becker from Division |
did nake a presentation on this for the Gender and Justice
Commi ssion and | et them be aware of this as well

But the ABA did a study on how the public viewed the
courts back in 1999. W were finding a strong el enent of
di saffection by mnority popul ations of the court system And
that's a real problem The credibility of the courts is a rea
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problem So this is comng out in a lot of different areas. |It's
com ng out here. Judge Wang referred to the dissatisfaction that
people feel with the justice systemwhen they are not able to get
any assistance. That shouldn't surprise us, but it should trouble
us.

We were thinking that, given the findings that we had,
the data that we've gathered are much nore significant than are
even what's reported in the actual published study that you have.
There's nore information, and there are infornmation fromthese
other reports. It seens to us that between previous studies that
all have done -- information fromthe Human Ri ghts Comi ssion
fromthe Mnority and Justice Conmi ssion, fromthe Gender and
Justice Commi ssion -- that there's an opportunity to gather
further information, pull that together, and actually nake sone
recomendat i ons about what we can do to make the justice system
nore avail abl e, acceptable, and credible for people who are
di senfranchi sed, who are experiencing discrimnation

The Civil Legal Needs study does not nake specific
recomendati ons. Cbviously, as Judge Wang indicated, we are
seeki ng some noney to assist with funding for | egal services so we
can try to nmeet nore of the needs that we're not neeting now But
we haven't made any reconmendati ons about what needs to happen
next .

And | would invite this comm ssion to consider whether
you might want to join together with other bodies to consider ways
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to get nore information about the discrimnation, the disaffection
with the system and come up with some reconmendati ons and i deas
about how we can address that. | guess that you' ve already been
t hi nking about that a little bit. And I'mreally happy to hear

that. So that's what | wanted to add.

JUSTICE SM TH:  Thank you, M. Jones, Judge WAng.

Menmbers of the conmmission have a linmted five
m nutes to ask questions and get them answered.
Identify yourselves by name. Ask your questions
directly to either Judge Wang or Ms. Jones.

Judge Mur phy.

JUDGE MURPHY: Jim Murphy. Are there research
resources avail able through the EPJ or any ot her
resource that we do have avail abl e that we mi ght

access, in addition to whatever research resources we

have, to do what you suggest?

MS. JONES: By "resources,” you nean .

JUDGE MURPHY: Researchers, educators, people in
t he business. Do you have suggestions?

MS. JONES: Right.

JUDGE WANG: | think there's a network of people
who are interested and involved and willing to provide
ti me and assistance; but |I'mnot sure that resources in
terns of noney and paid bodies are there. [|']
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vol unteer M chele and nmysel f as an exanple of the
peopl e who are interested in pursuing it, and we'l]l
provide our tinme in pursuing these things. But we are
also not full-time researchers. | should also nention
that Justice Johnson, who was here earlier, was the --
as well as Mary Kay Becker, Division | not Division
Il -- are co-chairs of the task force. And so we
appreci ate their involvenment, obviously.

JUSTICE SM TH: Bob Boruchowi tz.

MR, BORUCHOW TZ: M chele, |I'm borrow ng from
Judge Mamiya's question. Wat one thing would you I|ike
the conmi ssion to do?

MS. JONES: That's a great question

JUDGE WANG: |'Il go first while you're thinking
about it.

I would followup with trying to find with
other -- Gender and Justice Conmi ssion obviously is a
possibility -- in terns of exploring where we go from
here. There is limted capacity within this conm ssion
or any conmission to do things. So | think it's a
matter of com ng down, Ckay, this study was designed to
tal k about civil legal needs. Now we've identified
that a portion of this is a nore w despread problem
with discrimnation and how that inpacts the |ega

system where can we go fromhere. And to perhaps form
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a subconmittee, sonmething of that sort, sonme sort of
task force to work together to pursue that aspect and
try to figure out what can we do fromhere in terns of
pursui ng that.

M5. JONES: And I'll add that we see access to
justice as a fundanental right. And if people are not
accessi ng the system because they don't believe that it
is going to be effective for them then that's a
probl em

It strikes ne that the justice system has an
obligation to make the public aware of what can be done
to help themwith their problens, if they have |ega
probl ens, that they do want to address those.
Qoviously, we have difficulties in resources in
different counties across the state. W have
difficulty in resources fromlegal services to help
peopl e get into the door

But it seems |ike we should be able to do
sonething -- and | don't nmean a public relations piece,
but | mean maybe sonething that needs to be a part of
the courts, sonething that's available in the courts,
that's informational, that's effective for people. But
first we have to get the all information, be clear. W
need a partner, actors in the systemwho care about

this.
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Then we need to watch the initiatives. |'m not
sure what the initiative is, but | think that
partnering with other people and really letting the
public know that justice is real, that sort of reform
woul d be really inportant.

THE REPORTER: Excuse ne. And what was your nane?

VMR BORUCHOWN TZ: Me? It's Boruchowitz,
B-ORUCHOWI-T-Z

THE REPORTER  Thank you.

JUSTICE SMTH: |I'mgoing to call time on the
questions. | want to thank Ms. M chel e Jones.

Qur next presenter is M. Lisa Daugaard of the

public defender's office, the racial disparity project.
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STATEMENT OF LI SA DAUGAARD

| just have an outline of ny remarks. M nane is Lisa
Daugaard. | supervise the racial disparity project in the
def ender association here in King County. | want to thank you
very much for the chance to talk to you about three issues in
crimnal justice.

The first is the issue of racial disparity in drug cases
and specifically in drug arrests. Back in 1999, many of you
probably are famliar with a report issued by this conm ssion that
| ooked at drug cases com ng out of three counties: King county,
Yaki ma, and Pierce county. And the report |ooked at judicia
deci si on naking, particularly sentencing, and prosecutoria
choices in those cases and tried to answer the question whet her
those factors were causing the racial conposition in Washi ngton
prisons in drug cases to be as dramatically different fromthe
general population as it was.

To oversinplify somewhat, the report found that it did
not appear that judicial decisions or prosecutor choices, filing
deci si ons and plea decisions, were driving the disparity in the
prisoner population in drug cases. The authors interviewed
crimnal justice professionals in those three counties and asked
t hem what they thought was driving the disparity.

And the authors offered two hypot heses. One was that
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actually the rate of offense is different, that mnorities commt
drug of fenses at a higher rate than whites. The other possibility
woul d be that | aw enforcenent concentrates on of fenses by
mnorities disproportionately. The crininal justice professionals
who were interviewed, particularly in King county, thought that it
was |ikely that |aw enforcenent choices were driving the
di sparity. But since the report did not concentrate on that
qgquestion, it certainly didn't prove anything.

So our project for past three years has worked at
expl oring that question: Wether |aw enforcement choices are
contributing significantly to racial disparity in drug cases. |
outlined a couple of reports that we have generated since 2001
that do seemto confirmin Seattle that that is true, that police
deci sions are responsible for the disproportionate representation
of minorities in drug arrests.

We picked Seattle because we practice in Seattle and
because the Seattle Police Department is the |argest agency and
responsi ble for the |argest number of drug arrest in King county.
Qovi ously, that doesn't mean that Seattle is the npbst significant
pl ace where this is a problem This is just the place we happened
to study.

In 2001 researchers fromthe Kennedy School of
CGovernment at Harvard interviewed many SPD personnel, from command
personnel down to line officers, and | ooked at sone existing
public health data and the best arrest statistics that were
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avai |l abl e at that tine. They concluded that SPD enforcenent
choices were significantly responsible for racial disparity.

That report was limted in several ways. One, at that
time, SPD arrest statistics were not avail able but broke down
arrests by kind of drug crinme, |ike delivery versus possession, by
ki nd of drug, or any way nore specific than just all drug crines
by race in particular year. And there was also no research. As
is true around the country, there was no research on the
denogr aphi cs of the quote/unquote actual offender popul ation, that
is, people who are actually engaged in drug delivery. There is
public health data on who uses drugs, but it's very difficult to
get that data on who deals or who delivers.

So in 2003, two scientists that we were working with, an
et hnographer and a sociol ogi st at the University of Wshi ngton
studied drug dealing in Seattle and issued two reports that | want
to just summarize. The ethnographer, Kris Nyrop, who directs free
outreach services in Seattle, studied open-air drug dealing at two
sites in Seattle and found that downtown, where nany of Seattle's
drug arrests happen, the open-air drug market is very racially
het erogeneous. There is a large representati on of people of color
in that market.

He al so | ooked, though, at a drug nmarket on Capitol Hil
that is overwhelmngly white, 95 percent. And the 5 percent is
one African-Anerican individual who was just repeatedly invol ved.

And so he found there is substantial white invol venment
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i n outdoor drug dealing, but this is not a site where SPD
concentrates its enforcement resources. So this answers the
guestion of whether the disparity could be caused by differences
in the way in which people of color and whites deal drugs.

Then Prof essor Katherine Beckett of the UWissued a
report in Decenber that's been updated in January | ooking very
conprehensively at all the avail able data on who is dealing
drugs -- whether indoors, outdoors, anywhere in the city,

i nvol ving any drug -- and finding it extremely likely that blacks
are substantially over-represented and whites substantially
under-represented in the population that's being arrested for drug
del i very.

And | just want to quote a couple of conpelling
statistics. She found that black of fenders were nore than 6 tines
nore likely than white offenders to be arrested for delivery of

powder cocaine, 22.6 tines nore likely to be arrested for delivery

of heroin, and 31.6 tinmes nmore likely to be arrested for delivery
of met hanphet am ne

So | think that just what we want to bring to you is
that building on the work of this commission in 1999, we feel that
there's fairly conpelling evidence now that |aw enforcenent
choices need to be |l ooked at. Froma policy perspective, does
this mean that it's necessary to arrest nore white people or to
arrest fewer black people? This is an interesting debate, but
it's a debate that needs to be had. | would put forward that this
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is a good test of whether the policy that's inplenented is a good
one, because if it were a good one, would it not be applied
equally to the entire comunity?

The two other issues | want to just briefly touch on are
the i ssue of mandatory | egal financial obligations. As nost of
you know, in every felony case in Washi ngton when the defendant is
sentenced, courts are statutorially required to inpose a $500
victimpenalty assessnent. And that's regardless of whether there
is no ascertainable victimin the crime. For instance, the
penalty is inmposed in every drug case. And that noney doesn't go
directly to any specific victim if there is no ascertainable
victim Much of those victimpenalty assessnments are never
col | ect ed.

The reason this is an inportant issue, | think, to the
conmission is that the result is that nany people, because of
their econom c status, are never able to obtain a discharge from
their conviction. In other words, they cannot expunge it. They
cannot restore their civil rights, including the right to vote.
And the statute suggests that courts are not allowed to waive this
penalty based on a showi ng of indigency. So this is areally
significant issue in terns of the systematic disenfranchi senent of
poor people and, because of the correl ati on between poverty and
race, of people of color in Wshington

That connection is starting to be recognized as the
federal voting rights litigation that |1've cited in the outline
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out of the Eastern District of Washington in Spokane.

The last issue | want to talk about is the need for sone
nmechani sm for Superior Court judges to depart downward or impose
exceptional sentences if there is a show ng of selective
enforcenent in the area of that particular crine or if the court
finds that the offender's crimnal history overstates their
propensity to be involved in crime because of selective
enf or cenent .

A case that illustrates why this is necessary and usefu
is United States vs. Leviner which is cited in the outline, a
federal district court case out of the District of Massachusetts.
Ri ght now the capacity of Superior Court judges to inpose
exceptional sentences has been constricted to factors that
di stingui sh the of fender who is before the court from anot her
of fender commtting the same crime who is before the court.

And the point that we want to raise is that that ignores
the possibility that |large classes of offenders conmitting the
sanme crime will never cone before the court because of systematic
sel ective enforcenent. There should be sonme nechanismfor a judge
to take that into consideration. Right now case |aw on

exceptional sentences does not appear to allow that.

JUSTICE SM TH: Thank you, M. Daugaard.
Any questions? A five-minute linitation

Questi ons by conmi ssion nmenbers.
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JUDGE THOWPSON: Phil Thonpson.
You nentioned the penalty assessment in the anmount
of $500. |Is that a portion of an attorneys' fee or

just a flat penalty assessnent?

MS. DAUGAARD: That's apart from any other court
costs that are inposed, yeah

JUDGE THOWPSON: When did they start doing that?

MS. DAUGAARD: Probably conmi ssion nenbers know
the answer to that better than | do. A nunber of years
ago.

JUDGE MURPHY: Jim Murphy. Wat is it, isit a
regul ation or statute that prohibits one fromgetting a
di scharge if there is a pending LFO?

M5. DAUGAARD: It's statutory. It's the statute
governi ng obtai ning di scharges. And because sonebody
has to have satisfied all the conditions of their
sentence to get the discharge, not paying the LFQO the
| egal -financial obligation, precludes the discharge.

JUDGE MURPHY: Has there been any attenpt to
change that statute?

MS. DAUGAARD: We have suggestions about how that
could be done which would allow -- actually, it's not
about the disenfranchi sement or about the di scharge
statute but about allowi ng judges to either convert the

victimpenalty assessnent to comunity service or waive
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it upon an evidentiary show ng of indigency.

The ACLU has proposed | egislation the | ast couple
years that would take voting out of the rights that are
contingent on getting discharged. So that's a
di fferent approach.

JUSTICE SM TH: O her questions?

Thank you, Ms. Daugaard.

Qur next presenter is Ms. Kim Tran; and M. Ken
Payson, a nenber of our conmi ssion, who is president of
t he Asian Bar Association of Washington, wll
participate minimally with her.

MR, PAYSON: Thank you, Justice Smith. |'m going
to wear ny Asian bar hat as Justice Smith just
indicated. | want to thank the conm ssion for the
opportunity to hear our views on access to justice
i ssues as they affect the Asian-American comunity.

And pursuant to Justice Smith's request, | wll
now pass the torch to the director of our International

District Legal Cdinic, KimTran.
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STATEMENT BY KI M TRAN

CGood afternoon. Thank you again for the comm ssion's
time today. M name is KimTran. |'mthe coordinator for the
International District Legal Cinic, which is a legal clinic that
is ajoint effort with the King County Bar Association, the Asian
Bar Associ ati on of Washi ngton, and the Asian Counseling and
Referral Service. It provides free |evel services to King County
resi dents.

I think a lot of what | was saying today echoes a | ot of
the issues, the interpreter issues. That's a big issue that we
have in our clinic. But what | wanted to do was provi de sone
anecdotal information for the comm ssion. One of the issues that
the clinic sees is individuals who cone to the clinic lack a |eve
of trust for the systemand for the process. And not only that,
but they, for whatever reason -- it could be because they had bad

experiences in places they have been before or bad experiences

with the systemas it is -- they feel a lack of trust for
attorneys, in general. | don't know | don't know if that's
j ust

And | think one exanple, that | can come up with for
that is a lot of the issues that we get are inmgration issues.
There is also an immgration clinic in the King County Bar
Association. W often refer the client to the immigration clinic,

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
423 2nd Ave. Ext. S, #21 * Seattle, WA 98104 * 206-682-9339



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

34
COVWUNI TY FORUM HEARI NG, 1-30 04
and they decline. And they indicate they'd rather cone to the ID
Legal dinic and speak with an Asian attorney. And | think that
goes to the level of trust.

Anot her exanpl e, anecdotal exanple that | have is that
this week | spent some tine mediating a Sound Transit issue.
There's a | ot of condemmation issues that are going on right now.
And one of the parties was a Vietnanmese individual. During a
break in the nediation, he came up to me and said he wanted --
there was a day between the two nediation sessions. He called ne

directly, the Vietnanese | andowner, and wanted to talk to me about

his case. And | said, | really can't talk to you. You need to
call your attorney. He said, Well, | want to talk to you because
you' re Vietnanese and you'll understand. And that kind of echoes

sone of the issues that | hear comng in the clinic.

The other issues that also cone up, the interpretation
i ssue, we do provide interpreters for our clients. A lot of them
feel nmore confortable bringing in famly nmenbers, and famly
nmenbers and friends particularly beconme an ethical issue and
br eaki ng-the-privilege issue. So that also, | think, goes to the
trust. They would nuch rather trust someone they know to
i nterpret than someone who's a court-certified interpreter

The other issue that has cone up with interpreters is --
and |'ve seen this nmostly with the Canbodi an conmunity -- there
are very few certified interpreters. So when they cone, there's
been a situation where the conflict was actually with a famly
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nmenber of the interpreter. So it would not have been appropriate
for that interpreter to provide the interpretation that evening,
but we didn't have access to another interpreter. So that is also
anot her situation that cones up.
But | think one issue that | wanted to close on and

focus on is the lack of direct representation for the clients that
cone to the clinic. It is true that they get their free half an

hour and their free hour if they have an interpreter, but that's

clearly not enough time to provide the services that are
necessary.

And what | woul d suggest -- and | know that we've
attenpted to do this -- is to provide referral attorneys who can
accept these cases on either a discounted-fee basis or on a pro
bono basis. But it's that tinme after the first half hour or hour
and that's really where the gap is. They need sonebody in the
court with them They need sonebody to consistently be review ng
t he documents.

So those are the issues, kind of the anecdotal issues,
that |1've seen at the clinic over the last three years that |'ve

been the coordi nator

JUSTICE SM TH:  Thank you, Ms. Tran.

A five-minute limtation on the questions from
menbers of the commission. Any questions of Ms. Tran?

| can't see so you're going to have to speak up

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
423 2nd Ave. Ext. S, #21 * Seattle, WA 98104 * 206-682-9339



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36
COVWUNI TY FORUM HEARI NG, 1-30 04

JUDGE MAM YA: Ron Mamiya. How can we outreach to
t hese various comunities? You say that we don't have
enough interpreters; but on the other hand, it's
difficult to reach into the communities and get persons
who are qualified and are capabl e of becom ng court
interpreters in various |anguages. How does your
clinic, first of all, disseninate information that
you're there? And secondly, how do you reach into
those comunities to be able to get qualified people to
assi st and explain the processes?

MS. TRAN. Well, one of the things that we've done
that we've found has been fairly effective is we al so
do educati on workshops. For exanple, we'll do
enpl oyment | aw wor kshops; and so we will actually go
out to the community. So we'll go to the Buddhi st
tenpl e and give a session there and, along with that,
talk to those community | eaders and ask them and inform
them and educate themthat it is really inportant to
find qualified interpreters and not just soneone who
knows how to speak the | anguage.

Because it also has to go both ways. So we know
peopl e who are really fluent in Vietnamese but can't
translate it back to English. So going to the
conmunity has been one of the effective tools.

JUSTICE SMTH: O her questions?
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Thank you,

Qur

Def enders Associ ati on.

423 2nd Ave.

Ms. Tran and M. Payson.

next witness is Ms. Ann Benson, Washi ngton
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STATEMENT OF ANN BENSON

Good afternoon and thank you to the conmi ssion for
allowing ne the time to come and speak to you. M name is Ann
Benson. |'mthe directing attorney with the Washi ngt on Def enders
Association's Imrigration Project. And | amhere to tal k today
about the treatnent of immgrants in the crimnal justice system

| have been an inmigration attorney for 13 years, and
I've been here in Seattle for 8 years. The last four of them |
have been working with the project that the WDA created to address
the issues of immigrants in the crimnal justice system and
particularly the inmgrant defendants. This was a recognition of
the increase in the draconian inmgration consequences that
imm grants are now facing, not only because of crininal
convi ctions but because of contact with the crimnal justice
system

Bei ng accused of a crinme is a distressing thing
regardl ess of your immgration status; but if you happen to be a
noncitizen, you face the added stress of having to navigate a
| egal and cultural system which you're probably not famliar with.
Otentines you're doing it in a second | anguage, and you are
trying to deal with the inmgration consequences that may flow
fromyour contact with the crimnal justice system

In the last several years, as perhaps many of you know,
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t here have been dramatic changes to the way that we address issues
of immigration in the country, in our country. Mst recently,
| ast March, the Imrigration and Naturalization Service was
actual ly abolished and replaced with the Departnent of Honel and
Security. In the process of doing that, they increased their
enforcenent budget such that the | evel of inmgration enforcenent
has nmore than quadrupled in the last 10 years. This means that
INS has a nmuch larger presence in the crimnal justice system and
in the immgrant communities that we're dealing with.

This is in conmbination with the incredible draconian
changes that have happened to inmmigration law with respect to
i mm grants who face deportation for criminal convictions. In
addition to increasing the penalty, the crinmes for which you can
be deported, now you can be deported for stealing a pack of
cigarettes, regardl ess of whether or not you've been here your
whole life, whether or not you're facing persecution, whether or
not you have fam ly nmenbers here, whether or not you have
life-altering illnesses. It's a virtual certainty. And
i mm gration judges no long have the authority to suspend your
deportation. So the consequences are nuch nore significant.

In addition, you will face mandatory detention for the
duration of your deportation proceedings. And because inmgration
is considered to be a civil process, you have no right to
appoi nted counsel. 85 percent of people who are deported are done
so pro se. Most of them are indigent.
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The three points that | want to address with the
conmi ssion here with regard to the crimnal justice system and
immgrants in the crimnal justice systemare | aw enforcenent, the
courts, and crimnal defense counsel. And I'd just like to nake a
few key points under each of those areas.

First of all, with regards to |ocal |aw enforcenent,
the dramatic increase in the coll aboration between what was
formerly INS, now the Departnent of Honel and Security -- there's
been a dramatic increase in the collaborative efforts between the
federal governnent and | ocal |aw enforcenent with regards to their
efforts to apprehend noncitizens whomthey believe are deportable.
There is essentially no accountability that's happening in how
they are going about doing this. And it's resulting in
unbel i evabl e abuse of rights of the inmmgrants fromthe comunity.

There are places throughout this state -- | deal wth
conmunities in the Skagit Valley, Walla Walla, Forks, outside of
Bel I i ngham -- where comunities are essentially just being
terrorized by this collaborative effort of INS and | ocal |aw
enforcenent. And there's no one who's really holding them
accountable for this.

A |l ot of what happens, in ny experience, there's a |ot
of racial profiling. In other words, people get stopped and
turned over to INS. It dramatically inpacts people of color
particularly Latinos and people who speak with accents. Even
though the Ninth Crcuit has said that is an unacceptable
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practice, in reality, it's happening every day and likely as we
speak.

This is about to potentially get nore intense because
the federal governnent is currently debating a law called the
Cl ear Act which would mandate that |ocal |aw enforcement officers
not only have the authority but federal funding to |ocal |aw
enforcenent would be tied to their actual enforcenent of
immgration law. So |ocal cops here in Seattle, in Wnatchee,
woul d now have the authority to arrest and begin the process of
deporting noncitizens, even though it is a federal governnent
functi on.

So what | would call to the conmission is we need an
i ncredi bl e ambunt of increased scrutiny about this particular
col l aborative relationship that is becom ng enhanced.

Wth regards to the court, with regards to the court
system in ny four years of doing work, | have seen a significant
i ncrease in the awareness, particularly of judges, who are trying
to do their best to address this issue with inmmgrants coming up
with hearings before them And if | were to rate the court
system | would give thema C plus at the nmonment for their
efforts, even though that sounds a little bit harsh. | do think
that it is a significant inprovenent fromwhere it was four years
ago.

Briefly, the judges appear to fall into three
categories, which | outlined in nmy article. There are the judges
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who get it, who get what's about to happen to the noncitizens who
may be appearing before them They get the incredibly significant
stakes that the inmgrant defendant is navigating. And they take
steps to try and nitigate that. Even though the imrigration
consequences are deened collateral to the crimnal consequences,
that doesn't nean that the courts cannot address them And so
there are many judges who do things like alter the sentences, make
sure that the defense counsel is addressing inmgration issues,
and do the kinds things that | try and educate them about when |
do trainings with them

There are other judges who are taking what | call the
ostrich approach, whether because they don't want to deal with it
or their dockets are too pressing and they can't. And they sinply
don't do anything, which by default results in sone pretty harsh
consequences for the noncitizens.

Then unfortunately there are the judges who are actively
wor ki ng agai nst noncitizens and use their authority fromthe bench
to essentially insure that the draconi an consequences affect
noncitizens. They do things like require noncitizens to give
their passports as a condition of bond. They inpose 365-day
sentences knowing this will result in deportation as an aggravated
felon, things of that nature. Fortunately, 1'd like to think they
are in the mnority. They're definitely what's keeping the grade
at a C plus.

The last point 1'd like to nake is with regards to the
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crimnal defense bar. One of the main focuses of my job is to
work with crimnal defense counsel on a case-by-case basis to try
and give them support for mitigating, navigating, avoiding the
i mm gration consequences that noncitizens will face. | deal with
about 100 cases a month. And one of the things that woul d be
great would be to have increased resources as well as increased
awar eness anongst the crimnm nal defense bar about how inportant it
is to deal with this issue before they plead a client out or
before they decide to go to trial

| think that I'lIl stop my comments fromthere. Again, |
really appreciate your taking tinme to focus on this really

i mportant issue.

JUSTICE SM TH:  Thank you. Five mnutes for
guestioning Ms. Benson. Ms. Erica Chung.

MS. CHUNG This question has to do with detention
of juveniles and the detention center reporting their
undocunented status to what was fornmally known as I NS
Can you talk about that a little bit. | think you
nmentioned one of the counties is Chelan
Bent on/ Frankl i n county, or sonme other county.

M5. BENSON: Really quickly, so as not to use too
much of five mnutes, with regards to the | aw
enforcenent issue, there is a problemin
Bent on/ Franklin county that we're about to start taking
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on there in the way that we have in Chel an County.
There's a teamof inmgration attorneys -- immgration
attorneys, advocates, immgrant advocates, and juvenile
defense attorneys -- who have been working on a very
serious probl emwhereby juveniles who are bei ng booked
into the juvenile detention facilities are being
targeted, culled off, turned over to INS, and deported.

And we believe that this is beyond the scope of
the law; and to date, nobody has actually been hol di ng
these entities accountable. W actually were able to
get the folks in Chelan county to suspend this
practice. We know it is happening in at |least five
ot her counties through out the state.

In one instance, probably one of the nore
egregi ous cases that we've been dealing with, | think
it was a 15-year-old Latino young man taken into the
juvenile detention center in Yakinma. He was asked
where he was born. He said he was born in California.
And the juvenile booking officer didn't believe him
turned himover to INS

He was severely interrogated by two | NS/ Depart nent
of Homel and Security agents. They figured out that his
parents were undocunented. Hi s parents actually
brought in the birth certificate that showed that he

was in fact born at the Stanford University. And when
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they did, the entire famly was rounded up and pl aced

i n deportation proceedi ngs.

So the juvenile, there are instances -- this is
one of them-- where not only is there racial profiling
goi ng on but there's clearly nothing that woul d support
a lack of veracity. The kid was totally credible, but
he was then used as bait to get the rest of his famly,
who was undocumnent ed.

So there is a working group of folks that have

been rounded up that we're trying to take on this

i ssue.

JUSTICE SM TH:  Judge Mam ya?

JUDGE MAM YA: Ann, this is the first time we've
net face to face. But | want to let all the comm ssion
know that there's a great treatise on inmgration
consequences in the crimnal setting. 1'd like Ann to
talk about that. And one of nmy greatest joys in life
is referring that docunment, the availability of that
docunent, to one of M. Boruchow tz' public defenders.

MS. BENSON: Thanks. |I'min the process right now
of doing the updates on those materials. | do put out
a publication called "The Imrgration Consequences of
Crimnal Conduct." It's available on the Washington
Def enders Association web site which is

wwv. def ensenet. org. And ny 2004 updates shoul d be out
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hopefully by the end of February, sonetine
February/ March. Thank you, Judge Mam ya, for your
hel p.
JUSTICE SMTH: Ms. Denise Marti.

MS. MARTI: Marti, MA-RT-1. | guess | wanted to

ask you what nore can be done to educate the bench
about the imm gration consequences, even like in civi
cases where the issuance of protection order or

restraining orders can lead to i mmgration

consequences.
MS. BENSON: Well, I'mcertainly happy to explore
those options. I'messentially a project of one within

the WDA, which nmay not sound |ike rmuch; but Washi ngton
state and New York state are the only two states in the
country that actually have full-tinme attorneys, even

t hough we're only one attorney in each state, dedicated
tothis. | do a lot of training and education and
publ i c speaki ng.

Again, the material that |'ve put out, the new
materials will include a top-10 list for judges of the
top 10 things that you can do as a judge to be aware of
those things. The best thing that | have found is
peer -t o-peer education, which | am sure other people
recognize -- | nean, it's not a newthing that's newto

nme -- when other judges take the | ead and recognize the
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i mportance of this issue.

| mean, that's the best thing; and if the
conmi ssion, if the judicial associations thenselves
recogni ze this, that goes nuch further than if |I'm out
here junping and down about it which | do a |ot of.

JUSTICE SM TH.  Any ot her questions?

Bonni e d enn.

MS. GLENN: | know that originally, when you
started with the project, when | was a supervisor at the
city attorney's office in Seattle, that you did make a
presentation there. Have you since then further given
like this nmanual and nmade headway with any of the
prosecution offices with respect to inmmgration
policies?

As an example, a lot of tines, even in
nm sdeneanor -1 and, defense counsel w |l request
sentences of 364 days in jail and not 365, and policies
whi ch prohibit that. Probably since | |ast saw you
four years ago, are you naking headway with
prosecutors' offices?

MS. BENSON:. | am It varies so much by the
offices. Certainly, in King County, |'ve made great
headway, particularly in dealing with donestic violence
cases. |'ve done a lot of work in Spokane, in Watcom

county. I'mstarting to do stuff out on the peninsula,
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particularly in the community of Forks, where there's a

| arge Latino popul ation.

You know, it really depends on the prosecutors,
the particul ar prosecutor's office: Who's the head of
the office, the tone they set, howw lling they are to
deal with this.

My empl oyer, the defender association, nakes me

available. |'man informational resource to
prosecutors as well, | nean. So | take calls from
prosecutors. | do backup for defenders. So if the
defender calls ne and says, |'ve got a green card

charged with forgery. Wat should | do? W come up
with a strategy. | give backup so that the defense
attorney isn't having the explain conplicated aspects
of immgration law to the prosecutor. So | make nysel f
avai | abl e on a case-by-case basis.

| try and do trainings for them and then |I do
system c-ref orm ki nds of issues. For exanple, in
donestic viol ence cases, we work out special deferred
adj udi cation agreements that don't make them
convictions for immgration purposes, which if you | ook
at nmy materials, there's a whole section on that.

MS. GLENN: Thank you.

JUSTICE SM TH:  Any ot her questions?

Thank you, Ms. Ann Benson
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We're going to take a five-m nute break.
[A brief recess was taken.]

JUSTICE SMTH. I'd like to acknow edge, before we

start, the fact that we have the expert assistance of
Ms. Jacqueline L. Bellows of Van Pelt, Corbett,
Bel | ows, court reporters. Keep that nane in mnd. And
because, for this reason, as many of you know, | have a
pseudo background in court reporting. And | know good
court reporting when | see it.

They are exceptional court reporters. She's is
here with an assistant, but Ms. Bellows will be
responsi ble for a perfect transcript. And this we wll
have at sonme later tine.

Qur next witness is M. Shankar Narayan who wil |
present Ms. Anita Prasad. And M. Narayan is with the
Kanoon South Asian Bar Associ ation.

And could you briefly tell us what that

associ ati on consists of as you introduce Ms. Prasad.
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STATEMENT OF SHANKAR NARAYAN

Absol utely. Again, |'m Shankar Narayan; and | amon the
board of directors and al so a vice president of the Kanoon South
Asi an Bar Association, which is an incipient bar association of
South Asian attorneys along the lines of the Asian Bar Association
of Washi ngt on.

And Anita and | are going to talk a little bit just
about some of the issues that | think have been gone over before,

i ssues that really sort of go to the credibility and trust of the
court system but to put thema little bit in a South Asian
context and also just to address the specific issues that South
Asi an wonen have in accessing the court systemin Washi ngton

So the two points | want to talk briefly about -- and
then Anita will fill in anecdotally on that -- are cultura
sensitivity to South Asian issues and | anguage accessibility for
South Asians, both of which, | think, are hugely, hugely
i mportant.

| think it's fair to say that even anmong peopl e who dea
with mnority issues, South Asian issues in Washi ngton have not
necessarily been at the forefront of peoples' mnd space. | think
part of that is because of the nunbers of South Asians. W are
not necessarily as large or as established a community as some of
the others in Washington. But it is also true that South Asians
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are a growing and vi brant conmunity in Washington. And it's
probably time for South Asians and South Asian issues to assume
sone share of the mind space anong people who deal with nminority
i ssues.

We woul d like to see judges and others in the court
system basi cal | y acknowl edge probl ens and i ssues that are uni que
to South Asian culture. Anita is going to sort of graphically
illustrate that with sone particul ar experiences she's had in the
court system But we really feel South Asians, and particularly
worren who access the court system have a double battle to fight.
Initially, they have a procedural battle to fight in order to
access the court systemat all. Then after that, they have a
substantive battle to fight, you know, in actually having their
own | egal issue addressed. So that's one issue.

The second issue is | anguage accessibility for South
Asi ans whi ch has been nentioned by sone previ ous speakers. W
really feel that the justice system needs to | ook beyond sinmply
followi ng procedural fornalities and noving towards an
i ndividual ly oriented approach. So the justice system needs to
ask the question: Does this individual really have the
understanding that is required for themto take advantage of the
rights that they have? Do they really understand what's goi ng on?
And, as Anita will attest, there are nany situations in which the
procedure is followed to a | arge degree and yet the person stil
doesn't understand what's happeni ng.
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We think that translation services could really open up
access to the courts for South Asians. This is translation both
interns of breadth, in terns of easy availability of translators;
and in terns of depth, in ternms of the quality of translators that
are avail able and al so, you know, avoiding issues like the
translator giving their own advice to the client or the transl ator
havi ng a connection with, say, an abuser for wonmen seeking justice
fromthe court system

Al so, translation of docunents, famly-law docunents
into South Asians | anguages would be a very hel pful thing. Oal
transl ation services during court proceedi ngs, even when the
person invol ved speaks English nom nally, accent and speed of
speech and | egal ese in general could have a big inpact on how much
t hey under st and.

So our bottomline sort of is that a substantial nunber
of South Asians of the area are recent immgrants. They face a
ot of hurdles. W really feel it's incunbent upon the justice
systemto go that extra mle to nake sure that they're able to
access their legal rights. And with that, I"'mgoing to turn it
over to Anita Prasad, who is an advocate with Chaya which is a

donestic viol ence organi zation
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STATEMENT OF ANI TA PRASAD

Thank you. Thank you very nuch for this opportunity to
speak today.

I'"'ma wonen's advocate at Chaya. W work with South
Asi an wonen who are experiencing domestic violence. Qur role is
to support women in whatever stage they are in dealing with the
violence in their homes and also to help them navigate the system
whet her it's the DSHS system imnigration issues, and al so the
| egal system

And the majority of our clients do not have the
resources to access |egal services, to enploy a |lawer to help
themif they want to get a dissolution fromtheir partners. And
so we kind of help to secure whatever we can from|legal services.
We work with NJC and Col unbi a Legal Services, but the need is far
greater than what's available to the women.

And so we're often in the position of trying to secure
interpretation services in the courtroom And we find there are
some barriers sonmetinmes. And one is that our conmunities are very
snmall, |like M. Narayan said; and there is a high risk that the
interpreter will know either our client, the victim or also know
the abuser. And that can put the victimat high risk if they are
now in a secure location and it gets out in the community where
she is and that type of thing. And so far we have not had the
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peopl e coordinating interpreter services contact the victimand
ask them Do you know this interpreter. Do you know this someone
that is safe doing the interpretation services in the courtroon?

W' ve had experience with interpreters giving persona
advice to clients. That, of course, we didn't find out unti
| ater because it was happening in their |anguage in the courtroom
But so far as to say to our client: Wy you are breaking up this
fam ly? You should go back to your husband, which can be
extrenmely devastating because it's a huge nountain to clinb to get
to this point for the wonen in many cases.

And so there seens to be a great need for education, for
interpreter training, and also for a lot of training to judges and
other people in the court service systemin nmaking sure that wonen
are getting appropriate interpretation services.

And our clients are often unaware of their rights to
interpreters. And sonetines what can be helpful in terns of a
judge hel ping a wonan in the courtroomis just saying in the
beginning, If the interpretation is not working, if they're not
translating word by word what you are saying, please |et nme know
so that we can make sure that we can get better interpretation
service for you. And because a |ot of wonmen feel very insecure in
the courtroomand are basically doing -- well, will respond to
guestions but not feel very confortable asserting thensel ves and
sayi ng, You know, this isn't working out for ne. The interpreter
is not interpreting what |'m saying properly. So we've had many
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experiences like this. And we'll really need to see this being
addressed at sone point.

Anot her issue that's come up a lot is the need for help
in civil cases and particularly in divorce and dissolutions. And
again, many of our clients can't afford | egal counsel. And so
they have to sift through this nmountain of paperwork thensel ves.
We try to help as nuch as we can or get help fromlegal clinics.
But it's such a |l ong, drawn-out process. And that oftentinmes the
fornms are not really accessible. Even if the client can speak
English and read English, it's witten in a | anguage that's just,
for soneone |ike ne who speaks al nost perfect English it's really
hard to understand. So the need for nore services in the civi
arena is really, really hel pful

| guess | just want to reiterate a |l ot of what Ms. Tran

said is that interpretation is an issue that's still very

preval ent and really should be addressed in sone way.

MR. NARAYAN: And that goes along with the genera
i ssue of cultural sensitivity. Anita has also told ne
other stories of issues where judges were sinply not
aware of the culture stignma that cane with taking
certain kinds of actions that they had ordered or had
assuned that the client have nore resources than they
di d.

I think there are a lot of sort of issues that go
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along with being a woman who was brought into this
country by a husband who's lived here | onger than she
has and is much nore integrated into the comunity and
just has a | ot nore power in general

MS. PRASAD: | nean, the stakes are really high
for a lot of wonen. They can lose their children to
t he abuser who's nore aware of the procedures of the
| egal system

JUSTICE SMTH. Al right. W want to thank
Ms. Prasad and M. Narayan.

And we have a five-mnute period of questions.
And Ms. Chung has quite a few, and then other menbers
of the comm ssion will ask questions.

MS. CHUNG  Just out of curiosity, what
ethnicities are being covered --

THE REPORTER: Coul d you speak up, please?

M5. CHUNG Basically, | was wondering what
ethnicities that entails, "South Asian."

MR. NARAYAN: W generally think of severa
countries as under the rubric of South Asian. There
is --

JUSTICE SM TH:  You need to speak up.

MR, NARAYAN: | ndi an, Pakistani, Bangl adeshi
Nepal ese, Bhutanese, Sri Lankan, and Maldivian. So

anyone who has an ethnic original in one of those
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countries would be considered South Asians.

JUSTICE SM TH:  Question, Judge Mam ya.

JUDGE MAM YA: Have you considered partnering with
the Asian Bar Association as far as receiving | ega
services for your clients?

MR. NARAYAN. W can certainly think about doing
that. | happen to be on both the boards. And so ours
is avery, as | nmentioned, we're a very incipient
organi zation. W started a couple of years ago, and
we're just getting it together. But that's certainly
sonething that we would like to partner with the Asian
Bar Association and ot her organizations as well.

JUDGE MMM YA: And as far as your agency, are you
interested in having speakers cone out to speak with
worren about their rights in court?

MS. PRASAD: Yeah. But | nean, it's difficult for
many of our wonmen because many of the wormen we serve
are kind of all over Seattle; and a lot of them it's
hard to get everyone together in one place. A lot of
the wonen are in their hones and do not have access to
cone and go as they please.

JUDGE MAM YA: Are there concentric groups that
woul d forma basis for being able to go out and speak
with them Iike through their churches or socia

groups?
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M5. PRASAD

i dea.

Banbr ah,

JUSTI CE SM TH:

There are. There are. That's a good

Any ot her questions?

W want to thank Ms. Prasad and M. Narayan.

Qur

[ ast communi ty-based witness is M. Kush

Hat e Free Zone of Washington. And you can

briefly tell us what Hate Free Zone of Washington is.

423 2nd Ave.

know, but

I'"mnot sure everybody el se does.
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STATEMENT OF KUSH BANMBRAH

K-US-H B-A-MB-RA-H And the Hate Free Zone was
created shortly after 9-11. And it was created because there was
two forns of backlash that we were seeing that were happening.
The first was in the formof a massive and unprecedented spate of
hate crimes that was occurring throughout inmmgrant comunities,
not just locally but throughout the United States. And the second
one was the devel opment and i npl enentation of a variety of
prograns by the adm nistration and the |ocal governnment that were
targeting imrmgrant conmunities and | ow i ncome comunities in
their pursuit to advance national security.

So | really want to thank all of you for allowing nme to
partici pate today, and | want to thank especially Erica for
inviting me. And if | amtoo soft spoken, let me know and |'1|
try to speak up some. But | have some prepared renarks.

My nane is Kush Banbrah from Hate Free Zone. Since the
attacks on 9-11, one consequence that had dramatically affected
conmuni ties, imrgrant conmunities and conmunities of color, has
been the creation of a phenonenon known as flying, driving, and
l[iving while brown. Akin to living and driving while black, this
new found formof racial profiling is no |ess insidious and no
| ess di senfranchi sing.

Pol i ce m sconduct, police accountability are issues of
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great concern; and unfortunately, they are problens that are not

getting [i

naudi bl e] but are in fact getting worse.

THE REPORTER: Excuse ne. | hate to do this. But
maybe if you sat a little closer to us .

JUSTICE SMTH: Wy don't you nobve. |Is there a
seat near the court reporter? And could you project
your voice down so | can hear you.

MR, BAMBRAH: | wusually use the mke. So
apol ogi ze.

JUSTICE SM TH: Wy don't you start over again

because | don't think the court reporter got it.

BY MR BAMBRAH

Hat e Free

Since 9-11, sonething that has definitely concerned the

Zone has been the issue of police accountability and

racial profiling. Wat's happened is a phenonenon very simlar to

driving while black. There's now a phenonenon known as driving

while brown. It's no | ess disenfranchising, and it's no nore

ef fective.

So an issue that is deeply concerning us are issues of

racial profiling and police accountability.

contact w

Since 9-11, we have catal oged and we have cone into

th a nunmber of these incidents going on all over the

place. And it's on the basis of perceived ethnicity, race,

religion,

have been

national origin. And this is happening to people that

here for many, many years; and they have been here as
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| aw- abi di ng residents of Washington state and Seattle.

However, just as racial profiling has been shown to be
an ineffective tool in fighting crine, racial profiling is
simlarly ineffective in fighting terrorism And in fact, it may
be nmore detrinental as it broadly and wongfully stigmatizes broad
swat hes of our society as potential terrorists. |It's a pointed
form of police msconduct, and it's shameful.

The anti-immgrant clinate created in the past few years
has resulted in chilling effect on inmgrants' wllingness to
approach | aw enforcenent. So you have situations where there are
persons that are victinms of domestic violence that are just afraid
to call the cops. You know, they are the victims of burglary or
assault, and they are just afraid to contact any sort of |aw
enf or cenent .

So the Hate Free Zone is comitted to alleviate these
tremendous burdens that the imrgrant community has been forced to
endure. In this effort, we have done a nunmber of different
things. Last year we hel ped support and draft Seattle City
Ordi nance 4.18 that disallows any Seattle enployee frominquiring
into the inmgration status of any person that they cone into
contact with, and this was particularly focused toward | aw
enf or cenent .

We have al so worked extensively with | aw enforcenent in
trying to provide themw th cultural and sensitivity training.

And nost recently, this past year in the fall, we worked with a
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broad coalition of other comunity-based organizations in trying
to put together a public hearing on police accountability, which
we're happy to -- it was realized as Council Menber Ji m Conpton
sponsored it.

Despite these efforts, though, police msconduct stil
sadly occurs, and we have exam ned the current systemin place by
the city and the Police Guild. What is starkly clear is that the
systemin its present state just does not work. There's a couple
of different reasons. The first one is that it's not transparent.
The second is that it's very difficult to navigate if you're from
an immgrant conmunity or you're limted English proficient. And
nost inmportantly, it does not instill trust in the very
conmunities that it was designed to serve.

So the Hate Free Zone serves conmunities that have
historically been nmarginalized and di senfranchi sed. And upon
review of the Ofice of Police Accountability, our conclusion is
that the system continues to perpetuate this reality. |In addition
to the lack of transparency, little effort has been made to make
the conplicated and intimdating conplaint process nore accessible
to every person it is neant to serve

The answer as to how to best reformthe current system
ranges fromrevisions to a conplete overhaul. But a mininumis
what we request. W strongly support conplenent advocates to aid
i mm grant LEP persons in the process.

B, a greater needs to be put on data collection so that
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in analyzing and reviewi ng the system an accurate description can

be made or an accurate analysis can be nade with respect to racia

profiling.

C, the ability to appeal to a civilian revi ew board.

D, periodic and i ndependent review of the entire process
by a outside body.

And E, a civilian review board that is chosen w thout
threat of a veto power. As it currently stands, the nenbers of
the civilian review board can be vetoed by the police chief or the
Police Cuild.

The Hate Free Zone believes the above will help greatly
to alleviate the tremendous fear immgrant communities currently
have towards | aw enforcenent. It will foster greater trust, and
therefore greater numbers of inmigrants will be less fearful of
filing conplaints of police msconduct. And ultimately their
needs will be served.

Thi s has been a considerable hurdle in the past two
years. And the communities we serve need a systemin which they
too are served, a systemin which they are no | onger narginalized,
and a systemin which they too can have a voi ce.

So those are nmy remarks. | thank you for your tine.

"' m happy to take any questions that you have.

JUSTICE SM TH: Thank you, M. Banbrah. The

conmi ssion has five nmnutes to ask you questi ons.
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Ms. Chung, you don't have a question, do you?
O her menmbers of the conmi ssion, any questions?

MR. BAMBRAH. | do apol ogize for ny |ack of
proj ection.

JUSTICE SMTH: No, it's good. |It's just that in
this atnosphere with the fans going, the court reporter
cannot al ways hear el egant |anguage, and yours is
el egant .

Questions fromthe conm ssion? Judge Sypolt.

JUDGE SYPOLT: Greg Sypolt.

Sir, I"'minterested in what reception you've
gotten fromthe brass, so speak to speak, in the police
departrment and ot her |aw enforcenent.

MR. BAMBRAH. Right. That has been a very
interesting relationship. On one hand, they do seem
receptive; and they want to do what they can. On the
ot her hand, they have presented how there's limtations
based on | abor |aw and the contractual relationship
with the City and that they are under no obligation
currently, based on the contract that they have between
t hensel ves and the City, to do what we request. They
do say that they are mindful of our concerns and they
want to nake progress on it. So it's kind of a
schi zophreni c rel ati onshi p.

JUSTICE SMTH: O her questions?
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MR, BAMBRAH: To take it one step further, is that
what we've been trying to do this past year is work on
that contract between the City and the Police Guild.
Because traditionally and historically, what's happened
is that the Gty has negotiated away certain rights,
one of which is to be able to have some control over
the revi ew board. So we were unsuccessful this tinme;
but I think we did help themrealize that it's an issue
that communities of color and i nm grant comunities are
very concerned about and that we are nore than ready to
keep up on this very inportant cause

JUSTICE SM TH: Any ot her questions? W want to
thank M. Banbrah for being here.

We now have exhausted our outside comunity
Wi t nesses, and now we're noving to our own conmi SSion
as an exception to the established rule that no
conmi ssion menbers will be witnesses. And M. Lonnie
Davis, a nmenber of our commission as long as | can
remenber, wi shes to nake a presentation

Lonni e, why don't you come up here.
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STATEMENT OF LONNI E DAVI S

Lonni e Davis. Thank you.

To protect ny own self-image, |'mabsolutely here as a
wi tness and surrogate, reading a letter that | received froman
out side organi zation. And in the interests of tinme, I'Il just
read what | think are the nbst pressing portions of this letter
It cones fromthe Eastern Washi ngton Center for the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing in Spokane. And the whole letter will be made part of
the record for those of you who want to see the rest of it.

The best estimate fromthe State O fice of Deaf and Hard
of Hearing indicates that approxinately 11 percent of the state's
popul ati on have a hearing loss. That would be a little over 1 in
every 10 court staff, attorneys, clients, and w tnesses. For
exanpl e, the deaf population in the Spokane area is about 850,
with hard of hearing nunbering over 35, 000.

Many governnmental, nonprofit, and private providers neet
needs of physically handi capped through redesigned facilities as
early as the 1970's. Qualified interpreters for the deaf and
realtinme captioning for the hard of hearing are the equival ent of
ranps and handi capped bathroonms. Wth a qualified interpreter or
ot her accomodation, the deaf and hard of hearing can access
judicial services on an equal footing with hearing people.

The center has had numerous experiences where agencies
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such as the judicial systemdo not understand their obligation to
provi de sign | anguage interpreters, do not know how to properly
engage an interpreter, were anxious to assist deaf and heard of
hearing but did not understand how their current approach
represented a significant barrier to services, and were unable to
provi de accomuodati ons through the failure to budget for
interpreter or other access costs.

Despite everyone's well-neaning efforts, exanples
include a civil client arrives in the courtroomto see an
unqual ified interpreter attenpting some renmedial signing that is
not understood by the deaf person. Wthout a qualified
interpreter during the proceeding, the hearing people could not
understand that there were severe conmuni cation barriers.

Court personnel asked interpreters specifics of what
went on during proceedi ngs rather than addressing questions to the
deaf person or their attorney. Attorneys do not request
accommodation with sufficient notice to allowthe interpreter to
be arranged. Thus the client's case is postponed. Courts engage
interpreters w thout due diligence to determ ne conflict of
interest of the interpreter, proper credentials and business
Iicense, and appropriate sign system capacity.

There are no interpreters at arraignments. There are no
interpreter during pretrial preparation activity in crimnal or
civil cases. Attorneys and court personnel attenpt to take notes
and use notes as some other effective nethod to comuni cate.
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There's no understandi ng of basic deaf culture on the part of the
vast mpjority of court personnel, reluctance or inability to use
part of the court systemto resolve issues, the staff from our
of fice when ADA viol ations ari se.

Proposed commi ssi on assi stance? The center would |ike
the commttee's activity to support our attenpts to work with the
Washi ngton State court systems in assessing their current
practices in providing access to deaf and hard of hearing and in
educating these systens in best-practice nodels to naximze client
conmuni cat i on.

Ef fecti ve comunication is an essential part of the
human rel ati onship. By introducing effective comunication
through an interpreter or other acconmodati on throughout the
judicial experience, the client will have a pathway to justice.
Through increased willingness to establish relationships wth deaf
and hard of hearing of service agencies, courts can devel op an
at nosphere of inclusion and build a foundation to gain conpliance
with the ADA and other anti-discrimnation |aws.

We are attenpting to obtain a grant to assess the court
system and provi de technical assistance in the areas of ADA access
conpliance. Funded by the State Justice Institute and
admi ni stered by the Washington State Court Adm nistrative Unit,
the center will propose to provide up to six court systens in
Washi ngton state with technical assistance and assi stance on
access barrier renoval for deaf and hard of hearing.
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Using this $30,000 grant, if awarded in [ ate 2004, woul d
al | ow access specialists to work with court adm nistrators and
court systems with |arge deaf and hard of hearing popul ati ons.
Results of the assessnent could be used in devel opi ng
best-practice nodels for all Washington courts.
We woul d appreciate your support in our efforts to
i ntroduce opportunities for collaboration between court systemns
and deaf and heard of hearing organizati ons as we believe the
statewi de i ntensive approach to identifying and renoving barrier
issues will go a long way to solving the above concerns.
Thank you for your attention. Feel free to contact ne
shoul d you have any questions. This is fromAnn G enn at the

Eastern Washi ngton Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

JUSTICE SM TH: Thank you. And would you make a
copy of that letter available for the court reporter

MR DAVIS: Yes, | have.

JUSTICE SMTH: |I'mnot going to have our usua
guesti on and answer session except Judge Mam ya.

JUDGE MAM YA: No, | didn't have one.

JUSTICE SMTH: | would nerely nmention here that
as far as our Washington statute which requires sign
| anguage interpreters originally designed in 1972 as a
si gn-language interpretive statute, Judge Don Horowitz
and | drafted it. And we do have resources that Lonnie
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is famliar with: The Washi ngton Registry of
Interpreters for the Deaf and the Seattle Centra
Conmunity Coll ege programin legal interpreters for the

deaf. And there is a process of certification by the

nati onal registry. But there has not been -- and Judge
Mam ya can correct nme on this -- any effort to do any
certification at the state level. But |I'mnot sure

because |'ve been out of the field.

JUDGE MAM YA: We defer to their specialty which
isin legal interpreting, sign interpreting. They have
a very good process.

JUSTICE SMTH: | apol ogi ze for intervening, but I
wanted to add that footnote.

One nore comunity person, | didn't know he was on
the agenda to speak. FEric A Jones is the
president-el ect of the Loren MIler Bar Association
and he has been here throughout the afternoon. Wre
you here this norning?

MR JONES: Just this afternoon

JUSTICE SM TH: And he's added to the agenda. |
have one nore comm ssion nmenber to say sonething; but |
wanted to give M. Jones, as a comunity person, an

opportunity to appear before us.
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STATEMENT OF ERIC A. JONES

Good afternoon. |'mEric Jones. |'mthe
president-el ect of the Loren M|l er Bar Association. The Loren
M|l er Bar Association has been at the forefront for over 36 years
on African Anerican civil-rights-type issues in Washington state.
We have 300-plus nenbers, both | awers and nonnmenbers, as part of
our body.

And | just want to take a few nmonents to just, even
t hough the main nenbers of the comm ssion probably may be famliar
with the Loren MIler Bar Association, | just want to take a few
nonents to just state what we're doi ng, we have been doi ng, and
what in particular nmay be issues that we may have for this
particul ar year.

The Loren MIler Bar Association provides and refers
African Americans for services including surrounding around the
area of enploynment discrimnation, crimnal law, civil |law, and
various other areas of the |law, business, et cetera. W are also
very much into education and outreach. W have an education and
out reach component dealing with the Youth and Law Forum W have
a Youth and Law Forum W have the adoption of the O evel and Hi gh
School here in the Seattle area, and al so we have outreach to the
various different |aw schools.

The Loren MIler Bar Association has al so been very much

VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSCCI ATES
423 2nd Ave. Ext. S, #21 * Seattle, WA 98104 * 206-682-9339



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

72

COVWUNI TY FORUM HEARI NG, 1-30 04
involved in dealing with racismissues. For exanple, Gonzaga,
when the African-Anerican students received death threats, |-200
initiative. And of course recently, the Mchigan case, we
wote -- we helped on an am cus brief in that process. O course,
everyone knows how the Suprene Court came out. On a daily basis,
basically, the Loren MIler Bar Association is involved in equa
access to justice issues for everyone.

One of the big things that the Loren MIler Bar
Association is currently involved in is dealing with the Brown v.
Board of Education 50-year anniversary. W're going to be having
a re-enactnment on May 17th, 2004, at Caine Hall at the University
of Washington. LemHowell will be acting as Thurgood Marshall
Judge Coughenour will be the opposing side, and then the entire
Washi ngton State Suprene Court will be sitting to hear this. So
we woul d very much wel cone everyone's participation to cone and
wi t ness that.

Additionally, there will be various other venues that
wi || be announced of events that are going to be going on to
conmenorate Brown v. Board of Education. W would very nuch |ike
t he conmi ssion's invol venent and participation as the conmi ssion
sees fit.

As president-elect, | would also like to speak on behal f
of the Loren MIler Bar Association that we have been very nmuch
followi ng the report that the wonan has spoke about, as far as the
Seattl e Police Department focusing nore on people of color versus
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people not of color. And that we think that that report is a very
significant report; and we are following it and planning to pursue
what is being done in nmaking sure that conversations are taking
pl ace about that report in the comunity, whether it be in the
Mayor's office, various different government officials, et cetera.

And | would really ask this comm ssion to really | ook at
that report and to nake sure that it's just not another report
that has been witten but falls on deaf ears and not hing cones out
of it. It isreally a big issue for the Loren MIler Bar
Association, and | would ask this comission to really enbrace it
and to see what's the nost mleage we can get out of that report.

That's really all | have

MS. GLENN:  Bonnie @ enn fromthe conm ssion. And
I know there was one other issue with respect to
enpl oyment discrimnation that | just echo that, as a
former president of Loren MIler, that we get a nunber
of phone calls every day and the najority of themare
enpl oyment discrimnation. So as that was tal ked about
earlier, hopefully at the conm ssion we can | ook at
maybe ways or think about ways to have other
organi zations or service support enpl oynment
di scrimnation, whether it's people who are doi ng work
already in legal services to help the comunity funne
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nore noney. But that's certainly a |arge area where
people with | ower income and especially people of color
need resources and hel p.

MR, JONES: Exactly.

JUSTICE SM TH: Thank you, M. Jones.

I won't have questions because we can get the
i nformati on fromyou and Ms. Bonnie d enn or other
nmenbers of the Loren MIler Bar Association. Thank
you.

One comi ssion nenber, the Honorabl e Dougl as Luna
has sonet hing he wishes to inpart.

JUDGE LUNA: My nane is very short. |'m Dougl as
Luna, Associ ate Judge, Central Council of Tlingit and
Hai da I ndian Tribes of Alaska. |In the past five days,
I"ve had two calls fromthe United States Conmi ssion on
Cvil Rights. They will be holding a neeting in
Seattle sonetime in the vicinity of February 18th.

They are asking for papers to be prepared and
submtted to themon discrinination that the comunity
is seeing. |'ve been asked to submit a paper on the
di scrimnation towards Native Anmerican attorneys by |aw
firms that represent Indian tribes and Al aska Native
cor porations.

Once | get the infornmation on the exact tinme and

date, | will send it to Erica; and she will send it out
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by e-nail to everyone. That concl udes ny renarks.

JUSTICE SM TH: Thank you very much. This is
good. W have five nminutes left and five mnutes over.
| want to thank our wonderful court reporters -- let's
give them a hand -- and everybody who had been here,
especi al ly our nmenbers who have cone across the
mountains. | always admire you for doing that. |It's
hard enough for me, who lives five mnutes away from
here, to get here.

I think this has been one of our better neetings.
The proceedings of the forumwill be transcribed, and

copies will be nade avail abl e.

[ Forum concl uded at 3:00 o' cl ock]
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COVWUNI TY FORUM HEARI NG, 1-30 04

CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF WASHI NGTON )

COUNTY OF KI NG

) SS
)

Jacqueline L. Bellows, a Notary Public in and for

the State of Washington, do hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng hearing was taken before ne at

the tine and place therein set forth;

That the statenents of the witnesses and all rennarks

made at the time of the hearing were recorded stenographically by

nme, and thereafter

transcri bed under mny direction

That the foregoing transcript is a true record of

the statenents given by the witnesses and of all renmarks nmde at

the tine of the hearing, to the best of ny ability.

Wtness ny hand and seal this 12th day of February,

2004.

423 2nd Ave.

Jacqueline L. Bellows, Notary
Public in and for the State
of Washi ngton, residing at
Arlington. Comm ssion
expires Cctober 19, 2006.
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